
2022 Buloke Shire Council
Mallee Ward

Candidate Statements



HOGAN, Bernadette

1

NOTICE: The contents of candidate statements are provided by the candidates. Any 
enquiries about candidate statements should be directed to the relevant candidate. 
Candidate statements are not verified or endorsed by the Election Manager.

The Mallee community and people are strong and resilient. We get 
on with the job of meeting whatever challenges present themselves 
and we strive to embrace opportunities which come our way. 
For generations we’ve raised our families, run our farms and 
businesses, supported our churches, sporting clubs, schools and 
hospitals. We’ve built communities to be proud of and most of us 
don’t want to be anywhere else. My husband Chris and I are local 
farmers. Our four children were born and raised in Birchip where 
I have practised as an Accountant and Business Adviser for many 
years. I believe my strong accounting and business management 
skills, together with my previous experience serving as a member of 
the Buloke Shire Audit Committee and as a Mallee Ward Councillor 
will enable me to again make a valuable contribution to the Buloke 
Shire Council as your elected Councillor. To keep Mallee towns 
and communities sustainable and liveable into the future we need 
effective representation making sure that our road networks are fit 
for purpose, our public buildings and facilities are well maintained 
and the services which we rely on are delivered to a good standard. 
Our Shire’s small population and limited economic base sees Buloke 
Shire ratepayers paying some of the highest shire rates in Victoria. I 
believe it’s imperative that there is transparency and accountability 
in determining the equitable distribution of financial resources and 
services across all Buloke Shire communities. A sustainable and 
thriving future for the Mallee needs a Buloke Shire Council with 
the capacity and the vision to take full advantage of emerging 
opportunities. More industry, tourism and investment will create 
more local jobs, grow our economic base and keep people building 
their lives in our communities. Bern Hogan for strong and effective 
representation for the Mallee.
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DELANEY, Charmaine
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I have lived and worked in the Buloke Shire for the last 11 years, 
as a fellow community member I know how important it is to be 
heard and implement positive change. I have developed much 
needed community services this includes volunteering my time 
and partnering with organizations to achieve results for our whole 
community. Driving change for the Mallee is a key value that drives 
me to do this work. Through my work at the Donald Learning 
Group and with the support of a team of volunteers I have led and 
implemented initiatives such as the Donald community car project, 
the food bank assistance program and many events looking at ways 
to make our diverse community feel respected and included. In 
2018 I completed the LEAD Loddon Murray Community Leadership 
program. As a group of key community leaders, travelling Victoria 
gaining insight into leading for the future I visited the Australian 
Federal Parliament and played a key role in developing a paper on 
the impact of loneliness in Regional Victoria. I led key conversations 
with Members of Parliament about our recommendations. My 
extensive experience in all aspects of business from small to large 
organisation with a range of skill sets from budgeting and policies to 
the importance of continuous improvement to achieve measurable 
outcomes will ensure a smooth transition. I have listened and heard 
the community’s concerns. A clear vision will provide results needed 
to see positive change in the Mallee Region for business, services 
and the community. A strong moral compass will guide me through 
all aspects of serving you. Endorsed by Harold Flett. To support my 
campaign for election, vote 1 for me and then preference all the 
other candidates in the order of your choice.



O’DEA, Kevin Thomas
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These are very difficult times for all of us, due to Covid, labour 
shortages in this region, cost of living increases, Interest rate 
increases, energy and fuel costs, and the effects of climate 
change. Your local Buloke council is not immune from the effects 
of any of this on its operations and its ability to provide services 
to its ratepayers. The solution is not simply a matter of increasing 
rates as a source of extra money but rather the problems need 
the councillors to consider adopting new strategies that combat 
these emerging problems which will last long into the future. 
These strategies need to be well thought out so as to succeed for 
the future benefit of all ratepayers. Your elected councillors are 
the people who must generate and follow through on these new 
strategies and ensure they are implemented successfully. It helps if 
the councillors in Buloke have he necessary skills to be able do this 
as well as the experience.in business or farming ensure the results 
of the strategies are successful and not merely delegated to staff 
or contractors who are not answerable to the Buloke ratepayers.. I 
ask you to vote for me in this election as i have the necessary skills 
and experience in business and local government to tackle these 
problems and work with my fellow councillors for the benefit of all 
ratepayers and residents in Buloke. Please feel free to contact me to 
discuss any issues you may have

MUSCAT, Jennifer
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My name is Jennifer Muscat. I seek your support for the Mallee 
Ward By-election of the Buloke Shire Council, and here is a bit 
about me. I have been married for 22 years and have two sons. We 
moved here 18 months ago from Melbourne after falling in love with 
country life. Since being here, l commenced a small business in Sea 
Lake, been active with the town’s committee, assisted in community 
projects and began a community service page. My background 
is in business skills, customer service and marketing. I will bring 
these skills to my role as Councillor to provide good communication, 
problem-solving and solution findings. There is much to do within 
the shire. My priority is to be involved in projects that improve 
facilities and services. With your input, we can achieve this together. 
Let me be your voice to bring your ideas to the council and find 
workable solutions. My visions are: Increase community awareness 
and support groups for mental health, autism, isolated and lonely 
citizens, domestic violence etc. Support and promote neighborhood 
watch programs and safe houses. To create work experience 
programs for all ages. To facilitate more mobile hubs for library, 
medical and business support services. Support the Business and 
Tourism Sectors. Ensure our streets remain safe, well maintained 
and well-lit at night. Safer roads with pedestrian lights and reduced 
speeds around dangerous hot spots. Increase community bus 
services to our main towns. Revive the Mallee Rally. My visions are 
long and there is so much more to do. Let me hear your thoughts, 
and together we can make a difference! When you vote, mark your 
1st preference as Jennifer Muscat and then complete the remaining 
preferences in the order of your choice. Authorised by Jennifer 
Muscat 53 Best Street, Sea Lake Vic 3533.

KERSHAW, Nel
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Hello All, Let me introduce myself. My name Is Janelle Kershaw. 
Many of you know me as Nel. I seek your support for the Mallee 
Ward By-Election for Buloke Shire Council. I moved to Sea Lake 
11 years ago with my family, we bought our house and have made 
this town our home. I work as a medical receptionist & bookkeeper 
and have many years experience in Customer Service and business 
and leadership. I bring the knowledge I have and gained over the 
years to stand for council. I worked within the local Ambulance 
community as an Ambulance Community Officer for 6 years in 
the town. I’ve been an active member & volunteer at our local 
RSL for the past 4 years. I have seen many changes happen in 
our regional towns some great, some not so good but I believe in 
working with one and all to make our towns a wonderful place to 
visit and live. The future is bright for our towns and together we can 
make this happen. My Visions for us to continue to move forward: 
Strengthen the economic future of our towns while maintaining 
fiscal responsibilities. Support Business and Tourism Sectors and 
encourage New Businesses. Preserve our quality of life as the town 
grows Upgrade and build new facilities. I want to ensure that our 
residents are represented with integrity and respect and that our 
local council maintains high standards of Government transparency 
and Responsibilities. I want to be the voice and I am committed 
to you the people to take back to council the matters of concerns 
from all of us. I would be honored to have your vote. Vote 1 for 
Nel Kershaw on the ballot paper then preference the remaining 
candidates in the order of your choice.


